STYLISH PLACES

REPORT NICKY MACEDO

mesh Dhaniji is a businessman on a mission: to

create the most amazing collection of stylish

places to stay on the planet. His business
proposition is to search out, market and promote
hotels and properties that stand out from the rest,
and to provide high levels of service to discerning
clients. I mgoing to visiteach one myself. Personally.
Even if it takes me 10 years, he says.

The company name, Stylish Places to Stay, says
it all. We represent properties from chic boutique
hotels to ve star hotels, cool loft apartments to
luxury penthouses, beachfront houses, stunning
private villas with great views, country residences,
romantic castles. The one thing they have in
common is style.

What is style? An inspired balance between
surroundings, service and facilities that meets
or exceeds the clients expectations. And the
ultimate stylish experience? The property thats a
destination in itself, has an element of excitement,
gives you a sense of belonging. Its pure pleasure,
aspirational, inspirational, memorable. It adds up to
this: Go for the experience, not for the night.

Some people believe a hotel is a bed for the
night and it just needs to be clean, comfortable and
does what it says on the tin lable. Were not in the
bed-for-the-night market, says Umesh, and were
the opposite end of the galaxy from the self-service
market that has clients spending hours trawling
through countless online hotel sites, not knowing if
they re any good and hoping for the best.

Every client of Stylish Places to Stay hasa personal
travel PA at their disposal who provides a private,
discreet and multilingual service. Clients include
professionals, business executives, A-list celebrities
and their families. Our property descriptions are
brief, clear, informative and to the point, explains
Umesh. Transparency is key: we give you the up
side and the down side, the complete picture about
a place you ve never seen, so you can decide on the
spot if you want to stay there or go somewhere
else. This means there arent any unpleasant
surprises when you get there  the property is as
you expected.

Stylish Places to Stay visits and assesses each
property under consideration for a place in the
collections. Our aim is to seek out and promote
small collections of the most stylish properties in
each destination. Sometimes, we dont nd any that
meet our exacting criteria. Properties can join our
collections only if they re invited to do so, Umesh
explains.
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Passion for design, creativity, originality, knowhow, enthusiasm and over one year of
work has gone into putting together the cutting edge website: Its stylish and easy to
operate, says Umesh. You can use it in two ways: if you know what you want, just go
straight there. If you prefer a surprise, select the style, destination or type of property that
catches your imagination and enjoy sur ng through the options.

What do users feel about the website? | would hope that the discerning traveller looks
at our website and think Yes, | Il be in safe hands. And that, second time around, they I
book blind.

Give a top architect a blank sheet and a blank cheque and you expect wonders, but the
perfection of the brand-new Hotel Finca Cortesin in Casares exceeds expectations. The
entrance, through a cobbled courtyard with fountains, leads into the hall of what feels like
a large and charming private hacienda that has been around a few hundred years. Fresh

owers are everywhere. Soaring ceilings, stone- agged oors, arches and the 67 suites of
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perfect proportions are complemented by society decorator Duarte Pinto Coelhos aristocratic
touches of aesthetic luxury. Spa, gym, pools, gardens and inspired cuisine are just what you
would expect. Serious golfers are a xture: the 7,000-metre course is home to the Volvo World
Match Play Championship.

Andaluc a, nearest Spanish province to Africa, is also the largest. The greedy eyes of Romans,
Visigoths, Arabs and Christians desired it, possessed it and left their mark in the architecture
of the old frontier towns of the interior, in the language, food, music, dance, and in the people
themselves. The result was sheer magic. But Andaluc a is also blessed with a long, sunny
coastline, and 90 per cent of visitors are perfectly satis ed to stay in beachfront hotels, |
nightclubs, shops and restaurants and work up a tan before they leave again.

During three perfect days last August, the Stylish Places to Stay team toured southern
Andaluc a by car, visiting some of the most stylish hotels and properties in ME&laga, Seville,
Granada and Ckdiz. This is our diary.
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