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In our series on European short-break destinations, Paul Gogarty spends two days in Seville, sightseeing
and shopping, and two days recharging in a small but luxurious hotel in the hills to the north of the city

The sweet scent of fresh filies greeted us a5 we stepped into thein-
timate labby of Corral del Rey, a two-year old boutigue hotel wikh
six bedrooms carved out of a handsome fown house in the heart
of Seville. Cer tea, receptionist Gabriells designed ouritinerary for
the next couple of days, marking everything neathy ona map,

Justfour hours after leaving London, we were ready to lose our-
sefves tothe atmospheric maze of Spain’s most vibirant city, Follow-
ing Gabriefle's tips, we started with a caleche ride that clip-clopped
its way round the main sights, along the river and through the vast
botanic garden of the Parque de Maria Luisa, lined with the fabu-
[ows pavilions of the 1929 thero-American Exhibition.

Over the next 48 hours we ticked off most of her other ‘must-
dos’, sch as ascending the 35 ramps that lead to the too of the Gi-
ralda = the bell tawer of Seville's cathedral - and grazing in & whole
nost of tapas bars four favourite, Bodega Paco Gongara, however,
we simply stumblad on ourselves),

The highlights of our brief stay were a lenathy visit to the Real
Abcdzar - which rivals the Alhambra in its transcendent Maorish
beauty - and a spellbinding and authentic flamenca show in an
intirmate town house, Casa de la Memoria, In the Barrio Santa Cruz,
In between visits to & succession of ever more exgulsite churches,
we shopped - for ham, leather bags and shoes - and when aur
feat grew weary, we retreated to the oasic of the Corral del Rey;
where our eves were soothed from the fitmament of the city by
terracotta-coloured walls, limed-cak floors, muted scatter rugs and
heavy wooden shutters. We rarely made it to bed beforetam, and
rose - from our sierra of plumped pilfows shrouded in linen - at
around Sam, to breakfast on the roof terrace, staring dreamily
across the city's bubbling domes to the nearby Giralda Tower

On the third moming we drove north far an hour into the hills,
through rippling fields of wheat 2nd forests, until the view openedup
to reveal Trasierra, @ manse built as a retreat for the Dean of Seville
it the early twentieth century. Its bell tower, giant agave, palms and
avilanche of pantiles conjured up images of a mission in Baja Callfor-
nia or Mezico, but inside, Catholic austerity had been eschewsd in
favour of stylish, rustic beauty.

The baoksineach of the 18 reoms set the tone =there were notele-
wlsions, no newspapers, mobile conversations were banished to the
outer walls, and breakfast was served ‘punctually between 9 and 12°.
Thankdully, too, there was no music: by day, there was just the sound
of songbirds; at night, wood crackling on the terrgce fire, mingling
with the canterted percussion of cutlery emanating from wisteria-
Clad alcoves.

Trasierra has been divinely designad and service is as discreet as
it is friendhy: [ts 12 distinctly individual rooms all have terraces and
balconies flanked by rosemary or jasmine Inside, furnishings have
been collected or created over 30vearswithaninspired touch by the
English designer owner, Charlotte Scott. Typical of the idiosyncratic
insplration found in every comer ks the swimming-poo! shower, con-
cealed behind half of a giant wine vat,

Trasierra’s terraces provide expansive views across the estate’s
450 acres of srange groves, figs and venerable olive trees roflicking
their way to tha horizon, Even the guests at Trasierra appear more
at home than elsewhere, chatting 2asily and joining 2ach other’s
tables after dinner, having instantly bought into the
‘anti-hotel’ ethos: For the active there are a ternis court and
marked walks through the groves and wooded hills; for the
inactive there is simply enchantment &1

Paul Guga rt'y rravelleﬁ
25 a guest of Kirker
Halidays (0207593
TES W kirker
holidays.com), Two
nights at Corral del Rey
costs frorm EG11 per
person, including twin
or double roam with
breakfast, scheduled
fllghts, private transfers,
the Kirker Guide notes
to restaurants, museums
and sightsesing, and
the Kirker Concierge
service Trasierra
(00-34-954 88 43 24
W Erasierracouk),
double rooms fram
=200, B&E.

The Giralda {top) soars
above Seville's squares,
Corral del Rey {abowve)
provides a cool retreat.
Trasierra’s furnishings (left)
have been collected aver 30
years, Its groves (far left)
span some 450 acres
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