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Hacienda de San Rafael

Soithern 5|:'r:-'||l|. 19 30y @res |:|F:_:I'r|5k'ir1g contrasts,
Just 3 stone’s throw from Africa, it's well
known for its Damboyant Damensco dancing,
delicious tapas, sherry, Moorish architecture
and bullfighting. All are never more evident
than in the peopraphically diverse conunidades
eutonormes of Andalusia. The great fertile
Andahisian plainz lie to the north and west, as
hilts dotted with pueblos Bancos (white villages)
rise towards the Sierms 1o the east; and to the
south vou'll find the world's grear shecry
vinevards and the Atlantic beyond,

Lacated on a little knoll half-way between
Seville and Jerer, there's a beautiful
vighteenth-century estale — the Hacienda
de San Rafasl. Oneea thriving olive farm,
it ernbodies the traditional way of Tife in
kouthern Spain. Setin 350 acoes of its own
farmiand. it iz part of the vast agrbeultural
patchwork quenched by the Guadalquivir
River. The surrounding platng are a spectrum
of colowr made up of motating wheat, cotton,
sugarbeet and dazzling sunflower crapa.

A meodest dusty drive incthe mokddle of
the plzin, banked with rarnprnt moarnds of
blossoming oleanders, leads up o the house -
its whiltewashed mete-thick walls smothered
in i et of bougainyillaea, jzsmine and
plumbago blodms,

In 1g8g intemational hotelier Tim Reid
and hiz 5 panish wile Buky, whose ‘Fﬂl.'l'lil‘:f have
owned the estate for ryoyears, rescued the
hacienda from dereliction. Within three vesrs
the dilapidated building was totally regenerated
and they decided to open the doars of their
private hideaway, It was an instant coup.
Their recipe far success combines informmalily
hacked up with total efficiency; guests feel
utterly spoilt while completely at ease, as if
they"re staving in their own cosseted hide-
away. As soom as you enter, you feel voursel!
relaxing into the peace and personal comibor
of '8 e from home. Guesis ream freely
through the beamed drawing room, whese the
wills are decorated with atiereps belonging to
Kukys father, and the bright reading room,

Spain

which 55 scattered with ancient volumes and
earthen vases filled with meadow Nowers,

There s a chodoe of two dilferent styles of
bedromm. The bougainsillaea-filled courtvard
4078 as cenlre stage o eleven hacienda bed-
raoms, with a double bed o twin beds, each
with & littla 3|1!5r|g_ area amd a presty shaded
veranda where breakdast is served each
morning. Mot have 3 wide arch feading to a
hathroom with a bath and separate shower,
and are charmingly decorated with hiand-
blacked cotton linens, family paintings,
antique furnlbiuee and sheaves of fresh Bowers
from argunsd the estate

For something a little more special, treat
vourself and stay in one of the three casitas,
or split-level thatched cottages, on the south.
eust side of the hacienda building. Named
"“Wanesea', "Anlonis’ and 'Patnds’; after Trm
ansd Kuky's children, they are situated around
a separate garden with thelr awn private
swimrming pool, This is camouflaged from
the house by towering mimosa, pepper aned
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Casa Vanesan and pool,  Soenbrada,

eucalyptus trees and high lvender bushes
Bach 15 very private and hae a large bedroom,
sepatate |'i'|.'i1'|g raai arid shaded chozibe for
arbour) affording views towards the Sierris -
an ideal spot for breakfast and lunch, All
have attractive rose-hued adobe walls and
herringboned terracota foor bles, Slate
hathrooms have double vanities with Molton
Erown tolletrios, a bath, large slatewalled
shower and a separate loo accessed via a rustic
stable deor. Each casita has a small pantry
kirchen stocked with chilled wines, water,
frielt amid snacks, ?]IJE i g_al]e.n.-&d SiE=st zOrie,
The eclectic mix of Spanizh, English and
Asian furmiture, rugs, act, larmps and candles,
make these litthe houses imresistible.

Arcund the pool the flourishingly dease
lawns that put a spring in vour step are
interspersed with rustic straw parasols
shading cushioned bamboo sun loungess,
Threwghout the day you'll he entertained by
the acrobatic swallows that dart 2nd dive to
drink fram the pool then soar into the .
[rdemeed, the bird fife is one of the major

attractions of the hacienda as cach February
theusands of birds migrate from Africa bo
the cooler climes of southern Burope,
Within the grounds, resident goldfinches
porge themselves on the pervasive thistles
alomgzide crested larks and ubbouitous
long-limked besaters,

While there's no ebligation o dine
mn-bouse, it would be o mistakee o miss the
kacienda's marveflous cooking. Whenevar
possible, eating takes place outside, Each
mrorniing gtaris with a continental hreakfasi

of freshly squeezed Seville grange juios,
aromatic Saimaza coffee, croiszant and home-
ernacke pan, ballos and sortas with jam, served
on your veranda or in the peaceful shade of
voier chozda. Most guests eat out for lunch
but there is a basic & lz carte lunch menn, best
enjoved in the pn;l.t:nx by rh|_=]'|-:_a-:|-'|. At dinner-
tinne everyone comes tegether in an informal
housa party way, gathering around the sunset
haz by the poolside.

During the day the chefvisits gnests to
dizcuss the evening's three-course dinner

ment and setecled wines. Menus are defily
baged on fresh locsl products in season, Good
simple flavours are browght out with the natwral
|‘|H|'|:-l:|f|:|fi'ﬁ-: il oryions, g ric, hechs, and of
course the locally made sherry. Local chefy
virw Lhat sherry 15 the world 's most valaabbe
licpuid asset. forever adding a blast of flavour
amd ll::l.r'l.‘rE:‘:-r:tling anodherwise unremarkalble
dish into something quite delectable.

Mo twa evertings are likely 1o be the same
as guests have a choice of at least three different
open-a diming venpes. The scmbrojo, or
thatched dining area in the family's private
Eastzide Garden. iz regularly converted mtoa
fragrant dining ares, surrounded by citrus
trees and strongly scented fowers ard hierbs,
The beugainvillaea-filled central courtvard is
picture-poatcard pretty, so it makes perfect
serise tobe able to enjoy it at leizure overa
nreal — and it has one other wnigue feature, A1
about ten o'clock each night focks of lamingos
fiy directly overhead from the feeding grovisds
of the Bonana national park back to their
nesting grounds aronid the lakes. They make
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Cagn Pabricio living reom.  Courtyard hadoeam,

the hundred-trile round trig at the same time
each day. to the extent that locals will set their
watches by the astonishing sight.,

Tim and Kuky's charming son Anthony
has recently saken over the day-to-day
management of the estate. 11 st have been
an casy decksion — he's as committed &= his
parents with an casy charisma o suited to his
role, ind utterly passianate about Spain. His
contagions enthusiaam for the local region
and vision for future development will
undouedly secure this owner-run hideaway
for angther generabion to come.

Az you would expect, being outsids = the
fundamental pleasure of San Rafacl. As well
as the gorgeous garden spilling over with
planiz arownd the three swimming pools,
there's a 'paddle’ tennis court an the sheltered
wasl side offering an amusing way to warm
up for that apéritil,

He one would blame vou for disappearing
and passing o lazy day in ane of e cosy cormers
around the property - but dozens of local
attractions await if vou're feeling adventuroms
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[appossie) Casa Anbomio bedroom.

I the surrounding area ate numerous
picturesque pueblas Mancas, and, high upin
the Sierras, along the old bandite routes, the
famous griffin vultures can be spotted gliding
frigh with the thermals then swooping down
inte the gorge. Few people go there, but those
wh do will savour the unpolluted air and the
distinctive smelt of the living earth. Jerez’s
reacwned borses and sherry bodegas are
under an kour away and Seville's Alcazar and
Giralda cathedral ave a must-see.

Auiheritic Spamish life is best experienced
in the market owns bebwern nine o'clock
and noon, where a tangible excitement
infirzes the very air. Wander amaong the
mirket stalls and you may be lucky enough w
zee a buest of spentaneoss Jerezana Jife: for
no apparent reason 3 coowd will suddenly bheat
outa thythen with clapping hands, sz men
goad each other on into an electrifving dancs.
They hold theivaudience speilbound for a
while, but then the spectacle finishes as
|.'|_1.:|i-:.'|\'.'.|5-' a% it skarke — Hkea .{haﬁ} mcho of
ancestral energy.

The Month
Spring comes early in Andahisia, where the
countryside s colours are most drarmatc
during harvesting at the end of May. Among
the grazing bulls, swathes of wild lowers
stretch frarn the path-side up into the Sierras
a5 a paeeping maove wave of Michaelmas
daigies, poppies and orchids, In May the
Fields surronnding the hacienda are ferile
grean with a blast of yellow as sunflowers
turn their heads to follow the sun. From
mid-]une the colours metamorphose as
everything stari= 1o hurm under the intense
surnmier sun — the ground turns Black and
only the hardy olive trees are resistant. May
dlays are comfortably hot and nights are =6l
cool encugh to need a bEansket,

Twenty-five minutes by car, ferezs annual
feriatakes place, always in May (four weeks
after Easter]. Roads are covered in compacted
intense golden albero aarth acting like a vellos
brick eoad for every man and his horse going
to the fair, with particular excitenent on
Wedniesday and Thursday — bulifight nights,







